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BEIRUT ALSO PASS BAGHDAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PEOR, UN, SA 

SUBJECT: ISLAMIC FOREIGN MINISTERS CONFERENCE 

1 . AT KING KHALID'S DINNER IN HONOR OF THE ISLAMIC 
FOREIGN MINISTERS JULY 13 THE AMBASSADOR HAD AN OPPORT- 
UNITY TO DISCUSS THE PROGRESS OF THE CONEERENCE WPTH A 
NUMBER OF THE DELEGATES. THUS FAR THE MAJOR EMPHASIS OF 
THE CONEERENCE APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN ON ECONOMIC MATTERS 
SUCH AS PROGRESS IN GETTING THE ISLAMIC DEVELOPMENT BANK 
UNDER WAY AND ESPECIALLY AID TO LESS DEVELOPED ISLAMIC 
COUNTRIES. 

2. THERE HAS BEEN STRESS ON THE PART OF THE POORER 
ISLMAIC COUNTRIES. AND PARTICULARLY THE AFRICANS, ON THE 
GENEROUS PROMISES OE AID FROM THE OPEC COUNTRIES AND THEIR 
VERY DISAPPOINTING PERFORMANCE. THE GAMBIAN DELEGATE 
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SAID THAT IT WAS POINTED OUT THAT EIGHTY-EIVE PERCENT OE 
THE POPULATION OF THE COUNTRIES OF THE SAHIL ARE MUSLIM 
BUT THUS FAR ONE HUNDRED PERCENT OF THE AID HAS COME 
FROM NON-MUSLIMS. (SIC). COUNTRIES WHICH HAD GIVEN STRONG 
SUPPORT TO OPEC IN INTERNATIONAL FORUMS WERE NOW BEGINNING 
TO COMPLAIN THAT THEY HAD BEEN HURT AS BADLY AS ANYONE 
BY THE INCREASE IN OIL PRICES BUT HAD VERY LITTLE TO SHOW 
FOR THEIR SUPPORT. 
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